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that the Trading Company would refuse any further advance,
even for his passage to Papeete* He was in a terrible trap.
This new anxiety was more than his body could survive: added
to his illness it was mortal.
Gauguin's courage did not however desert him, and when
the April mail-boat left he sent by it three pictures which he
had forced himself to paint. At the same time he wrote to de
Monfreid to tell him of the disaster that had overtaken him. As
he needed immediate help he sent the canvases to M. Fayet. He
asked de Monfreid to try to persuade M. Fayet to buy all three
pictures, or, if he did not like them, to choose three others
from the stock that de Monfreid still held of his work, and to
send him fifteen hundred francs as their price. He trusted
that M. Fayet, who was rich and had already bought his work,
would assist him in this crisis.
It would be six months before he could be certain of a reply,
but, like his courage, his patience also had not deserted him*
He had always managed to overcome his difficulties in the past.
Whenever he had found himself on the point of being beaten
by circumstances he had always been enabled to overcome them
through some last-minute intervention. He did not doubt
that he would be able to overcome them now. He could only
wait, but the events that pressed forward now so urgently
might not wait, and there was little else for him to do but to
brood on the thousand preoccupations that came to him.
With his rapidly failing health the worry of them was intoler-
able and he had to admit the fears that began to come to him.
"All these preoccupations/' he was forced to admit at last,
"are killing me."